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New perspectives

apturing slices of American landscape
in vivid bursts of color, Melissa
Chandon’s
a charmed travelogue. Houses rest on bright

paintings  resemble
green lawns beneath sunny skies; vintage
cars putter down deserted highways shaded
with palm trees. Chandon credits childhood
roadtrips for her love of classic Americana: “To
this day, I find roadside vernacular fascinating—

cars, gas stations, motels, billboard signs—and
I feel it is important to document this era before
it disappears.”

“Since this exhibition is in the San
Francisco gallery, verses the New York gallery
or the gallery in St. Helena, I chose to
incorporate some images from the Bay
Area for the show,” says Chandon, who has
experimented with new subject matter for this

THUNDERBIRD, ACRYLIC ON ORGANIC CANVAS, 48 X 60"

MELIssA CHANDON

show, like sailboats in dry docks. “I work from
photographs that I take so for this exhibition
there have been many photo excursions in and
around the Bay seeing what strikes my eye. The
paintings for the show include shots from the
Berkeley Marina to San Francisco cityscapes
and other roadside vernacular.”

One constant reoccurring theme in
Chandon’s work is her strong use of color and
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| The Collector Says . . .

' “Chandon has developed an effective synthesis of abstract and representational elements in her

works. This gives the works an intensity and raw graphic power to behold.”
— Wayne Thiebaud, Artist }

B

SaiL Boars 1N DrY DOCK, ACRYLIC ON BIRCH PANEL, 36 X 36"



VW Bus IN BERKELEY MARINA, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 36 X 36"

GREEN SAIL BOAT IN MARINA, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 36 X 36"
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Post MopERN House wiTH OCEAN VIEW, ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, 30 X 30"

her edited or simplified narrative.

“My overall concern with any painting is
that it has a striking and edited composition
that speaks my own individual language. I am
interested in addressing how we experience
our daily lives and how we are virtually over
stimulated visually through media; television,
emails, newspapers, billboard signs, just to
name a few,” says Chandon. “I like to think of

my work as being visually strong enough to grab

on¢’s attention and at the same time provided
an edited—hopefully tranquil environment to
rest one’s eyes and mind.”

Chandon was recently inspired by a quote
from Anais Nin: “We don't see things as they
are; we see things as we are.”

“This was very significant to me when

I read it. It speaks to the relationship that exists
between the painter, the individuals who look at

or who collect the work and the painting,” says

Chandon. “I think that is what art is all about,
be it a poem, a painting or film. It is about that
relationship formed between individuals around
a work of art, and in the process, giving new
insight and meaning to the work.” ®

For a direct link to the
exhibiting gallery go to

www.americanartcollector.com
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